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CASTLE PARK SCHOOL - A PARENTS’ GUIDE

Passport to
Secondary

Helping Castle Park families navigate their next
chapter.

CASTLE PARK SCHOOL - DALKEY, CO. DUBLIN - FOUNDED 1904



A move every family should feel
ready for

At Castle Park, we want every family to feel confident and well prepared for the move to
secondary school. This guide brings together clear, practical information to help you think

through the choices ahead - at your own pace.

Staying with us right through to 6th Class - until age 12 - makes a real difference. By then,
families have a much clearer picture of who their child is, how they learn and where they
will genuinely thrive. Knowing your child that well is what makes for a better secondary

school decision.

Inside you'll find:

A reminder of how Castle Park prepares pupils for the transition
Practical questions to weigh up when comparing secondary schools

A checklist to keep your admissions applications on track

This is designed as a working guide - a reference point to return to along the way.
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Ready for the next step, long before they
leave

Children grow into the move to secondary school across their whole time with us. By the

time they leave, the habits are already in place.
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High Performance Learning

As an HPL World Class accredited school, our Values, Attitudes and Attributes framework

builds curiosity, perseverance, creativity and collaboration.

Specialist teaching

Specialist teachers in art, music, PE, languages and science give pupils real depth of knowledge

and skill across the curriculum.

Confidence to present

Regular opportunities to perform and present help pupils grow in confidence and self-
expression in front of others.

Small class sizes

Small classes encourage independence while keeping strong teacher support close at hand.

Beyond the classroom

From sport and hobbies to international ski and residential trips, experiences beyond the

classroom build resilience and teamwork.

Castle Park School - Passport to Secondary 03



BUILDING CONFIDENCE FOR THE MOVE AHEAD

By the time our pupils leave Castle Park,
moving between rooms, adapting to different
teachers and managing a busy timetable is
second nature - the very skills that mirror
secondary school life.

Our goal is simple: pupils leave Castle Park ready to take their place in any secondary

school, with confidence and enthusiasm.
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Key milestones in 6th Class

6th Class at Castle Park is unlike any other year in the school. As a primary school, our oldest pupils
take on opportunities, responsibilities and traditions reserved just for them - the Collings Award,
House fundraising, mentoring younger classes. The last school production, the last Sports Day -
everything carries a little more meaning. Our 6th Class pupils don't just take part in school life, they
help lead it.

Leadership & responsibility Creativity & performance
Student Council, Open Morning ambassadors, The school musical, Christmas and Summer
peer mediators and House captains. Concerts, and the art exhibition.
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Adventure & challenge Innovation & STEAM
The ski trip builds resilience, independence and Science Blast, research projects and a
teamwork among the year group. student-led sustainability exhibition.

& N7

Sport & wellbeing Community & celebration
Competitive fixtures grow team spirit, and CP Day, the school choir and fundraising
Sports Day brings house pride. events, and the graduation celebration.
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A PARENT'S PERSPECTIVE

“Excellent facilities, warm hearted committed teachers - honestly, the only downside is
that we're set up for a fall when it comes to the next school, because no school matches it
in terms of quality of teaching, facilities, communication and engagement, for both
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pupils and parents.”

= A Castle Park parent, 6th Class, 2026




Questions worth asking

Every family weighs things differently. As you explore schools, these five questions are a

useful place to start.

~  Location & logistics

How will the daily journey fit into family life? Think about drive time, safe walking or

cycling routes, and any dart or bus service serving your area.

g Curriculum & ethos

Does the school’s approach suit your child’s learning style and your family’s values? Ask

about class sizes, subject choice, and whether the school is co-educational or single-sex.

Y Size & environment

Will your child thrive in a larger or a smaller year group? Larger schools often mean

more subject and sport choice; smaller ones mean every pupil is well known.

Beyond academics

What's on offer in sport, music, the arts and debating? Ask what a typical week looks like

outside the classroom, not just what'’s listed in the prospectus.

Pathways & progression

Where do pupils typically go on to next? Ask about Transition Year, pastoral care through

the Junior and Leaving Certificate, and university progression.
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PROGRESSION TO SECONDARY SCHOOL

Pupils move on to some of Ireland’s most
respected secondary schools

The crests below show a selection of the schools our pupils have gone on to. We also hold feeder-
school agreements with a number of local schools, including SEK International School and St

Joseph'’s of Cluny - giving families a wide range of quality destinations to suit every child.

Blackrock College St Gerard’s School St. Columba’s College

St. Andrew’s College Sandford Park School Holy Child Killiney Rathdown School
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What to have ready

Requirements vary by school, so always check directly - but most applications ask for the

following.
Application School & academic Final steps
essentials
D Most recent school D PPS number, if

(O Completed application report(s) requested

ferrinn eline @ [pefgsr) O Evidence of any () Application fee, if
O Copy of your child’s learning support needs, applicable

. o if applicable

birth certificate 0O Signed acceptance
O Proof of address, O Baptismal certificate, form and deposit, once

e B for a faith-based a place is offered

months school

O Passport-sized
photograph(s) of your
child

Tip Keep copies of everything you submit, and mark each school’s deadlines clearly so nothing slips.
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A few practical steps
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Talk as a family Visit schools Mark your calendar Stay in touch

Discuss what matters most ~ Attend open days and Note every application Castle Park staff are

for your child’s next stage. follow up with your deadline - they may vary always here to talk options
questions. by school. through.

“Go confidently in the direction of your dreams. Live the life you
have imagined.”

HENRY DAVID THOREAU
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We want every family to feel supported and informed. Use this passport as your

reference - our team is always here to talk anything through.

Castle Park School - Dalkey, Co. Dublin - Founded 1904
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